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Welcome 
 
We live in challenging times when it is vital to give our young people 

the skills and opportunities to flourish. What better way to achieve 

this than by igniting their passion and ability to learn in the furnace 

of the real world? 

 

The seeds for tonight were sown a year ago when Merthyr Tydfil 

College students were invited to present their recommendations on 

how to market the Welsh International Climbing Centre. As John 

O’Shea (Dean of Merthyr Tydfil College and FE Collaboration) said:  

   

“The initiative provided an excellent real life opportunity for 
learners to develop entrepreneurial skills. The Trustees and Parc 
Taf Bargoed now have a wealth of ideas.”  
 

The event also created a positive press which was a stepping stone 

to attracting a major investor to Wales to run what is now the Rock 

UK Summit Centre. 

 

This year we have involved all FE Colleges in the Valleys with the 

focus on the planned visitor centre for Rhymney Brewery which will 

be relocating to Blaenavon in March 2011. I am sure that you will 

join me in applauding all the learners who are participating – they 

are all to be congratulated. Finally, thank you to Techniquest and to 

everyone who has made tonight happen. Lights! Cameras! Action! 

 

 

Phil Burkhard 

Heads of the Valleys Innovation Programme 

 

 

                            

Programme 
 

5:00pm  Arrival / Registration 

 

5:50pm  Welcome Address 

 

6:00pm  Student Presentations 

 

8:00pm Buffet / Techniquest Display / 

 Judging 

 

8:45pm Awards Ceremony  

 

 9:00pm  Q&A Session 

 – Nick Hewer (guest judge) 

 

 
 

 

 


